
October5,2010ONLINEBOOKREPORTTIPSFORSUCCESS
Yourchildhasreceivedanassignmenttocompleteabookreportandsendittomeusingemail.Itisdueno

laterthanOctober26,2010.Completedirectionsandbookreportquestionpromptsarefoundonmywebsite:
www.mrsdingman.com

Pleasereviewthetipsbelowwithyourchild:
*Planyourtimewisely

Yourchildhasabout3weekstocompletetheassignment.Thereadingorthewritingofthereportshould
notbecrammedintoafewdaysbeforetheassignmentisdue.Waitinguntilthelastminuteisneveragoodidea.

*Chooseabookwisely
Forthoseonlinebookreportassignmentsthatencouragefreechoiceinreadingmaterial,childrenshouldbe

selectingsomethingtheyenjoy;afavoriteauthororafavoritetypeofbookshouldbeguidingtheirselection.
ChoosingabookbyitsthicknessorReadingCountspointsassignedtoitshouldNEVERbeguidingaselection.

*ScholasticReadingCounts
ChildrenareexpectedtocheckforquizavailabilityBEFOREbeginningthereading.Checkingforquiz

availabilitymaybedoneonlineonmywebsite’sReadingCountspage.NOCREDITwillbegivenforabookreport
unlesstheReadingCountsquizhasbeentakenandpassed.
NOTE: TheReadingCountsquizforeachonlinebookreportmayNOTbetakenanyearlierthanthedaythebook
reportwasassignedandNOlaterthanthedaytheonlinebookreportisdue.

*SendingtheBookReportElectronically
Bookreportsnotsubmittedusingthe“Submit”buttononmywebsitetoemailtheassignmentbythe

assignedduedatewillreceiveazero,unlesstherearespecialorunusualcircumstances.Iwillonlyconsideran
extensionoftheduedatewithawrittennotefromaparent/guardian.Again,waitinguntilthelastminuteisnever
agoodidea.

*PreparingtheBookReport
Yourchildshouldhand-writeoruseWordtotypethebookreport,respondingtoeachpromptBEFORE

enteringtheinformationonmywebsite’sOnlineBookReportpagetosubmittomeusingemail.Iwilldemonstrate
howtoCopyandPaste,usingWord,inourclassroom.Thequestionpromptsareshownonthereverseside.

*OrganizingtheWriting
Whenaquestionstatesyourchildshouldexplainwhyhe/shechoseacertainpartofthebook,orwhy

he/shewouldrecommendthebooktoanotherstudent,itisNOTenoughtosimplystate…“Ichosethispart
becauseitwasfunny”or“Iwouldrecommendthisbooktosomeoneelsetoreadbecauseitwasinteresting”.Your
childneedstoexplainthe“why”ofthe“why”,goingontoexplainspecificallywhythatpartwasfunnyor
interesting.

*SpellingandGrammar
Using“i”for“I”or“u”for“you”isfinewhenyourchildisemailingafriend.Itisnotfineforaschool

report.Pleasedon’tmakecorrections/changesforyourchild,otherthanhelpwithspelling.Rather,askingyour
childtoreadananswersectionaloudwhenanerrorispresent,andslowingdownyourchild’sreadingrate,will
probablyallowyourchildtocatchandcorrectthemistakeallonhis/herown.
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