
ONLINEBOOKREPORTTIPSFORSUCCESS(UpdatedAugust2009)
Yourchildhasreceivedanassignmenttocompleteabookreportandsendittomeusingemail.Complete

directionsandbookreportquestionpromptsarefoundonmywebsite:
www.mrsdingman.com

click“BookReportsOnline”towardthebottomofmyhomepage

Pleasereviewthetipsbelowwithyourchild:
* Plan your time wisely

Yourchildhasabout3weekstocompletetheassignment.Thereadingorthewritingofthereportshouldnot
becrammedintoafewdaysbeforetheassignmentisdue.Waitinguntilthelastminuteisneveragoodidea.

* Choose a book wisely
Forthoseonlinebookreportassignmentsthatencouragefreechoiceinreadingmaterial,childrenshouldbe

selectingsomethingtheyenjoy;afavoriteauthororafavoritetypeofbookshouldbeguidingtheirselection.
ChoosingabookbyitsthicknessorReadingCountspointsassignedtoitshouldNEVERbeguidingaselection.

* Scholastic Reading Counts
TheReadingCountsquizmustbetakenandpasseduponcompletionofthebook’sreading.Childrenare

expectedtocheckforquizavailabilityBEFOREbeginningthereading.Checkingforquizavailabilitymaybedoneonline
onmywebsite’sReadingCountspageorbyusingthehard-copyquizlistbinderIkeepinourclassroom.

NOTE: The Reading Counts quiz for each online book report may NOT be taken any earlier than the day
the book report was assigned and NO later than the day the online book report is due.

* Sending the Book Report Electronically
Bookreportsnotsubmittedusingthe“Submit”buttononmywebsitetoemailtheassignmentbytheassigned

duedatewillreceiveazero,unlesstherearespecialorunusualcircumstances.Iwillonlyconsideranextensionofthe
duedatewithawrittennotefromaparent/guardian.Again,waitinguntilthelastminuteisneveragoodidea.

* Preparing the Book Report
Istronglysuggestthatyourchildhand-writeoruseWordtotypethebookreport,respondingtoeachprompt

BEFOREenteringtheinformationtosubmittomeusingemail.IwilldemonstratehowtoCopyandPaste,usingWord,
inourclassroom.

* Organizing the Writing
Whenaquestionstatesyourchildshouldexplainwhyhe/shechoseacertainpartofthebook,orwhyhe/she

wouldrecommendthebooktoanotherstudent,itisNOTenoughtosimplystate…“Ichosethispartbecauseitwas
funny”,or“Iwouldrecommendthisbooktosomeoneelsetoreadbecauseitwasinteresting”.Yourchildneedsto
explainthe“why”ofthe“why”,goingontoexplainspecificallywhythatpartwasfunnyorinteresting.

* Spelling and Grammar
Using“i”for“I”or“u”for“you”isfinewhenyourchildisemailingafriend.Itisnotfineforaschoolreport.

Please don’t make corrections/changes for your child, other than help with spelling. Rather, asking your
child to read an answer section aloud when an error is present, and slowing down your child’s reading rate, will
probably allow your child to catch and correct the mistake all on his/her own.

Ifyouhaveanyquestionsabouttheproject,pleasefeelfreetocallmeat296-3120,VoiceMail7072.

Sincerely,
Mrs.Dingman
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